Strengthening Nursing in Bosnia and Herzegovina (ProSes)
Climate Change and Environmental Degradation - Policy Statement

The healthcare sector is responsible for almost 5% of global greenhouse gas emissions and has a carbon footprint equivalent to 514
coal-fired power plants. If the healthcare sector were a country, it would be the fifth largest polluter on Earth.

It is our shared duty to ensure the sustainability and viability of our health system. We can all take measures to mitigate the negative
impact of climate change, as well as reducing damage to our environment.
Fondacija fami is committed to act in the project's daily operations by
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Environmental degradation is the deterioration of the environment through depletion of resources such as air, water and soil; the destruction of
ecosystems and the extinction of wildlife. It is defined as any change or disturbance to the environment perceived to be deleterious or
undesirable. Environmental degradation is an increasingly pressing issue that affects us all. It is caused by a variety of factors, ranging from
human activities to natural disasters, and its effects can be devastating. Many of these effects can cause further degradation, which means that
this impact works as adownward cycle. Fortunately, there are solutions, and we can all work together to mitigate its impacts.

Climate change is the significant variation of average weather conditions becoming, for example, warmer, wetter, or drier—over several
decades or longer. Climate change refers to long-term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns. Such shifts can be natural, due to changes in
the sun's activity or large volcanic eruptions. But since the 1800s, human activities have been the main driver of climate change, primarily due to
the burning of fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas. Climate scientists have confirmed that humans are responsible for virtually all global heating.
Burning fossil fuels generates greenhouse gas emissions that act like a blanket wrapped around the Earth, trapping the sun's heat and raising
temperatures. The main greenhouse gases that are causing climate change include carbon dioxide and methane. These come from using gasoline
for driving a car or coal for heating a building, for example. Clearing land and cutting down forests can also release carbon dioxide. Agriculture,
oil and gas operations are major sources of methane emissions. Energy, industry, transport, buildings, agriculture and land use are among the
main sectors causing greenhouse gases.
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This document has been published within the Strengthening Nursing in Bosnia and Herzegovina project, supported by the Government of Switzerland and implemented by
Fondacija fami and the University Hospitals of Geneva.




